Life BaHAR o Natura 2000

Conservation Under \Water

The Natura 2000 network

atura 2000 is a network of protected
N areas throughout the EU; It was created
in 1992 under the Habitats Directive,
with the long term aim of protecting Europe’s
most vulnerable and threatened species
and habitats. Sustainable ecological and
economical management is the primary focus
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the project in collaboration with four
associated beneficiaries: the Ministry
of Sustainable Development, the
Environment and Climate Change,
the Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture, the University of Malta
and Fundacion Oceana.

The project budget is of 2.6 million
euro, 50% of which is co-financed by
the EU LIFE funding programme set

Marine Protected Areas
in the Maltese Islands

MT 101 - Rdum Maijiesa & Ras ir-Raheb ™.
MT 102 - Ghar Lapsi & Filfla
MT 103 - Dwejra (Gozo)

MT 104 - Mgarr ix-Xini (Gozo)}
MT 105 - Northeast of Malta

up to help implement and develop
environmental projects within the
EU. With the help of this initiative,
the Maltese Islands will have an
adequately coherent network of
marine protected areas

of this network covering around 20% of the
total land area of the EU.

The Maltese Context

To date the Maltese Islands have 39

Natura 2000 sites; out of which 34 are

terrestrial and 5 are marine. Whereas the
land sites cover approximately 13.5% of the
Maltese land area, the marine protected areas
only occupy 1.63% of the waters around the
Maltese Islands up to 25 nautical miles.

Due to limited scientific information, the
existent 5 marine areas were based primarily
on the presence of Posidonia beds (Neptune
grass) which is considered as a priority
habitat since it sustains a high biodiversity.
However besides Posidonia beds there are
other habitats which merit designation as
marine Natura 2000 sites. This leads us to the
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Life BaHAR for N2K aims to address data

gaps and similar limiting issues, which are Lack of conservation

measures.

In view of this, management

currently restricting further protection of
marine biodiversity around the Maltese
waters.

This project is being coordinated by the
Malta Environment and Planning Authority
Wwhich is also carrying out certain actions of
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Lack of awareness of
marine Natura 2000
sites and marine

{

habitats and species.

A general lack of awareness on
marine Natura 2000 sites, their
establishment and benefits is
recognised as one of the key
Issues in the Maltese Islands,

on which to set up management
measures through Management
Plans or Conservation orders.

Dissemination of knowledge
through a tailor-made awareness
raising strategy.




