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Introduction




Existing Situation

Matura 2000 Marine Protected Areas
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Puffinus yelkouan
Calonectris diomedea
Hydrobates pelagicus
Caretta caretta
Turiops truncatus
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Identification

. . N w2
* Identification L
— EU Habitats Directive e
~ —Scientific process ;;,_'. K
o Annex | habitats: reefs and caves * '

* MPAs = pSCls




National lists

— Exhaustive

— Representative: Size & numbers

— Deadline

Sites Proposed

— Selected according to criteria in Annex lll (Habitats Directive)
— Representativity

— Not taking account of economic considerations
Appropriate Assessment

— Projects likely to have a significant effect on the site
Sites Proposed

— Appropriate protective measures to maintain the ecological
characteristics

— No interventions which incur the risk of seriously compromising the
ecological characteristics of sites
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The EU Process

HABITAT DIRECTIVE

SPA - Special Protection
Areas

Bio-geog
seminar
(evaluation)
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SCI - Sites of Community
Importance

http:/ fngonatura2000.blogspot.be/2010/07 fnatura-2000-protection-of-european.html



Inshore Areas

Legend

« Bahar SCUBA dives on reefs
Reef (Anonymous 2006)
Littoral rock / biogenic reef
([ERA biotope map)

B Rock and ather hard substrata
(ERA biotope map)

. ___| Habitat 1170 Reefs
(ERA MT Article 17)

[ sites hosting areas of
conservation patential
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Offshore Areas

Legend

1 25 nautical miles
1 Sites hosting areas of conservation potential
a Cave

Seabed Classfication
Erosional featura
B Mud and sandy mud on gently sloping shalf
=t | I Mud and sandy mud on gently sloping deep shelf
| Mud, sandy mud and gravelly mud on gently sloping deep shelf
i B Muddy sand and sandy mud on gently sloping smooth shalf
Sy | Sandy mud and gravelly mud on gently sloping vary deap shalf
- | Sandy mud on gently sloping deep terrain
0 Sandy mud on gently sloping larain
I Sandy mud on gently sloping, very deep shelf
BN Sandy mud on very gantly sloping seabed
L Sandy mud averdying gently sloping rock
Bl Steep sloping topographecally variable terrain
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B Management
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"“ e Socio-economic conS|derat|ons
,., — Public and inter-ministerial consultation
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_ <« Requirements of the protected features
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— To maintain or improve ecological status

\‘%  |dentification of pressures and threats
~1 —SWOT
*_:i« Dynamic approach

— Regular monitoring and review
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Conservation Objectives
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[ ‘? Legal requirement

¢ _ . Efficacy of MPA

. * Addressing pressures
| and threats

- o Environmental
benefits

- » Ecosystem services

"« Public and stakeholder -
. perception ’
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Benefits of Natura 2000 sites

Protection of habitats and species

A useful tool against the decline of
coastal fish resources

Beneficial for tourism industry

Used to improve synergies between
marine environmental protection, fishery
management, diving activities and
recreational activities
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Threats and Pressures
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Legend

— FAD lines
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Bunkering Areas 2008
- Official amended trawling sites
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Management Measures

* Leads to the adoption of a number of actions

* May be specific for pressures or features
— Implementation of management measures
— Explore involvement of stakeholders
— Appropriate protection of the environment

* Indirect benefits
— Studies to fill in knowledge gaps

— Education and awareness raising; visitor
management

— Improved visitor experience S FRA
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Conclusion

— ERA: www.era.org.mt
— Email: info@era.org.mt
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