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Aim of the Project

Life+ Benthic Habitat Research for marine Natura 
2000 site designation

To extend existing marine SCIs (if necessary) and 
designate new marine SCIs to form part of the 

Natura 2000 network



ÅSandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time

ÅReefs

ÅSubmerged or partially submerged sea caves
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Target Habitats



Overview

October 2013       2014        2015           2016           2017

5  Partners

June 2018

58 months duration  

ϵнΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ .ǳŘƎŜǘ

50% EU Co-financing (LIFE Programme)

рл҈ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ κƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ

DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƻǇŜΥ aŀƭǘŀΩǎ Ca½



Project Objectives & Actions

Inventory & 
Designation

Increase 
participation & 
coordination of 
stakeholders

Increase 
awareness

Conservation 
Objectives for 
marine Natura 

2000 sites



Preparatory Actions

ωIdentification of 
Conservation   

Objectives                   
(A7 - ERA)

ωIdentification of 
diversification of 
tasks                          
(A8 - MESDC-DFA)

ωData Analysis & 
Interpretation      

(A2 - UoM-DoB)

ωData analysis & 
Interpretation    
(A2 - UoM-DoB) 

Desktop Data 
Collection 
(A1 ςDFA)

Marine 
Habitats 
Surveys

(A3 -Oceana) 

Identification  
of pSCIs 

(A5 -ERA)

Designation
(A6 -MESDC) 

GIS development & Implementation (A4 - ERA, DFA, Oceana)



Action A1: Desktop Data Collection

Å Review & collection of secondary 
data from literature and scientific 
reports

Habitats

Pressures & Threats

Å Data mapped on GIS system

Å Document Repository  & Metadata 
Catalogue created

Å Data provided to UoM for analysis 
and Interpretation



Action A2: Data Analysis and Interpretation

Interpretation of data per phase: 

1.  Existing data  collected in action A1

=>  Identify gaps and provide 
recommendations for 2015    
Oceana survey

2. Data collected in 2015 A3 survey

=>  Provide recommendations for  
Bathymetric survey and 2016 
Oceana detailed survey

3. Data collected in 2015 & 2016 A3 
surveys, as well as existing data 
(including pressures)

Ý Prioritised list of most appropriate 
sites for designation



Action A3: Marine Habitat Surveys

Oceana habitat surveys

Å 1st June - 23rd July 2015 

Å 26th May - 31st July 2016 

Bathymetric & sediment sampling survey

Geomara Ltd. Contracted through DoC 
tender

Å 28th of July - 28th of August 2016 
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Ongoing and Future A actions

ÅAction A4 - GIS development

ÅAction A 5 - Identification of pSCIs

ÅAction A 6 - Designation process for pSCIs

ÅAction A 7 - Identification of Conservation Objectives

ÅAction A 8 - Identification of diversification of tasks



Notice boards, 
Information & 

knowledge 
transfer activities  

Website 
& Social 
Media

Awareness 
Raising 

Campaign 
& Activities

Public Awareness & Dissemination of Results

E1 Project Launch 

E2 Awareness-Raising Campaign 

E3 Information activities for general public

E4 Information and knowledge transfer 

activities for specific stakeholders

E5 Project Website

E6 Notice Boards

9т [ŀȅƳŀƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ

E8 Closing off event 



Awareness-Raising Campaign

ÅPress releases, articles & 
interviews

ÅProject stationery

ÅNotebook Calendar

Å Info-sheets

ÅTV  info-slots


